
M A K I N G RO O M FO R G O D TO M OVE

WE LOVE B E C AU S E H E F I RST LOVE D U S .

1 JOHN 4:19

G E N E R O S I T Y  G U I D E
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O U R  G R E AT E S T  D E S I R E
IS TO LEAD PEOPLE INTO A TRANSFORMING  
RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS. 

A big part of transformation is having a deeper understanding of LOVE. Love 
is a powerful word. It is a concept that, when fully embraced, can and will 
bring about transformation…in you and in our city. 

We’ve learned that when we come together as a church to be the church, 
we can do immeasurably more than we can as individuals. This is the driving 
force behind For The Love. We KNOW that when we combine sacrificial love, 
service and generosity, unimaginable, God-sized things will happen.  

Contained in the pages of this Generosity Guide are things for you to consider 
as we launch into For The Love. You will find teaching on generosity and 
practical tools to help you determine how you can engage For The Love over 
the next year. We’ll explain various opportunities for increased generosity. 
We’ll illustrate the impact of your generosity over time, and we’ll provide a 
simple worksheet to help you prayerfully determine a commitment amount.

Our hope is that this will encourage you and stretch you at the same time.  
For some this process will be a first, and for others this will be a helpful 
reminder. Whatever the case, we are challenging everyone at Soul City 
Church to do three things: ask, believe, and commit. If we do these three 
things together… we believe we’ll see a true ONLY GOD movement!

For The Love,
JARRETT & JEANNE



S O U L  C I T Y  C H U R C H  
I S  F O R  T H E  L OV E 
We believe God is calling us to create a transformational ministry center here 
in the West Loop of Chicago that is For The Love of God being extended to 
more and more people.

The Vision of Soul City Church is to lead an Only God Movement that 
transforms the soul, the city and the world. We have been and always will be 
For The Love of God being extended to any and every person we can reach. 
But we have eclipsed the ability to do that in our current facility. We are 
simply out of room. We are out of seats in our auditorium. We are at capacity 
with Soul City Kids. We are at capacity with Small Groups. 

We are confident that God is inviting us to join HIM in a 
Faith-Raising Movement. Over the next season, we are 
inviting 100% of the people of Soul City Church to go on 
a prayer process with God. Something happens when 
God’s people unleash their generosity in a singular way.  
When we conspire together and release our resources, 
miraculous things happen. Jesus says, “For where your 
treasure is there your heart will be also.” Matt 6:21

This is not about brick and mortar; it is about sharing the 
love of God with our city. Our hope is that you will fully 
engage with God and with our church. The journey we 
are on together is bigger than any one of us, and it only 
works when you play your part.

A S K .  B E L I E V E .  C O M M I T.

“OVER THE 
NEXT SEASON 
WE ARE 
INVITING 
100% OF THE 
PEOPLE OF 
SOUL CITY 
CHURCH 
TO GO ON 
A PRAYER 
PROCESS 
WITH GOD.”
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P R AY E R  P R O C E S S
A S K
Start by asking God how He has blessed you and 
how He wants to lead you. A prayer like:

“God, I’m asking you to lead me to what you 
want me to give.”

Many people will be tempted to ask, “What can I 
afford?” This question is all about what I can afford 
and how I manage my money. We encourage you to 
ask a more courageous question, “What can God 
do?” This question is all about trust and faith. This 
question starts and ends with God.

B EL IE VE
When you have a sense of how God is leading you to 
give, take some time to sit with God’s faithfulness to 
you in the past. Take some time to ask yourself, “Do I 
really believe that God is good? If I do, then do I also 
believe God will provide for me, grow me and walk 
with me through this?” Claim this belief by praying 
this prayer:

“God I believe that you are faithful and  
you are leading me.”

COM M IT
When you have heard from God and decided in 
your heart what to give, then commit to it with 
confidence. Your commitment is not to this church, 
nor to your finances; your commitment is to God. 
When you have made your commitment to give,  
you can say to God: 

“God, I trust you. I commit to giving this gift 
to you. I will be faithful to it and faithful 
to you because you have always and will 
always be faithful to me.”

If any of you lacks 
wisdom, you should 
ask God, who gives 
generously to all 
without finding fault, 
and it will be given 
to you.
JAMES 1:5

Believe me: I am in my 
Father and my Father 
is in me. If you can’t 
believe that, believe 
what you see—these 
works. The person 
who trusts me will 
not only do what 
I’m doing but even 
greater things.
JOHN 14:11

Commit your  
way to the LORD; 
trust in him and  
he will do this.
PSALM 37:5



I T ’ S  A L L  
F O R  T H E  L OV E
THERE IS NO FORMULA, NO  
QUICK ACCOUNTING AND NO 
PERCENTAGE TARGET FOR A 
GENEROSITY COMMITMENT  
AND FAITH-RAISING MOVEMENT.

As always, the truest measure of stewardship  
is sacrifice, not the size of the commitment. Not 
everyone has the resources to make a million dollar 
gift, but every person can meaningfully invest in 
what God is doing at Soul City Church. 

If there is no formula for what one might give, then 
how does anyone gauge how “right” his or her 
commitment might be? Try the questions below to 
discover your own internal motivations. 

In a personal way, will this commitment  
make a difference in me? 

Will this commitment affect my life, allowing  
me to invest myself in the mission and ministry 
of my church? 

Is this a decision I am willing to take time to  
pray about, genuinely seeking God’s guidance  
in how He might work through me? 

Is this a decision I will have a significant 
conversation about with my family and  
those in my community? 

Am I thinking creatively about a comprehensive 
generosity plan that represents what I am 
capable of giving? What assets and resources 
could I use as a gift? 

Will this generosity decision involve a sense of 
sacrifice in my life? Do my priorities reflect my 
commitment to my church? 

Am I discovering a new joy in giving? There is 
something freeing and deeper about the life  
of grace that I never experience until I learn to 
give as freely and deeply as God gives to me. 

So, no matter what 
I say, what I believe, 
and what I do, I’m 
bankrupt without 
love. Love never gives 
up. Love cares more 
for others than for 
self. Love doesn’t 
want what it doesn’t 
have. Love doesn’t 
strut, doesn’t have 
a swelled head, and 
doesn’t force itself 
on others. Love isn’t 
always “me first,” 
and it doesn’t fly off 
the handle. It never 
keeps score of the 
sins of others and 
doesn’t revel when 
others grovel. Love 
takes pleasure in the 
flowering of truth, 
puts up with anything, 
trusts God always, 
always looks for the 
best, never looks 
back, and keeps 
going to the end. 
1 CORINTHIANS 13:3-7 
(THE MESSAGE)



IA M FO RTHE LOVE .COM

INCOME & GENEROSITY

Income-Stream Generosity: You can give as  
you receive income from your regular income,  
bonuses, and/or through your personal business. 

Sacrifice: Changing your lifestyle/priorities  
can create additional resources for giving. 

Delaying Expenditures: Postponing anticipated 
purchases can free resources for giving. 

Freedom from Debt: After a debt is retired,  
the resources that were applied to that debt  
are now available for giving. 

Income-Producing Assets: Interest earned,  
income from rental properties, or monies from  
other income-producing assets can be given. 

GIVING ASSETS

Giving Appreciated Assets: Consider transferring appreciated assets  
(stocks, real estate, etc.) as a way to increase generosity. 

Sale of Assets: Money resulting from the sale of personal assets or from 
personally owned business assets could be given. 

Savings & Investments: You may be able to give some portion of 
accumulated assets without significantly affecting your future security.  
The “returns” from investing in ministry may be more significant to you  
than simply accumulating more market returns. 

TIME & TALENT

Additional Income: Using your skills and talents, taking on additional work,  
or delaying retirement could produce additional income to use as a gift. 

Gifts in Kind: Donating specific services and/or materials, either personally or 
through your business, provides a unique opportunity for increased giving. 

You do well in everything 
else. You do well in faith 
and in speaking. You do 
well in knowledge and  
in complete commitment. 
And you do well in your 
love for us. So make  
sure that you also do  
well in the grace of  
giving to others.

2 CORINTHIANS 8:7

G I V I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S



GIVING APPRECIATED ASSETS

If an investment – like stocks, real estate, or other assets – has increased in 
value since its purchase and has been held for more than one year, then there 
may be tax advantages to transferring ownership of that asset to Soul City 
Church as a charitable donation. Giving the appreciated asset eliminates 
potential capital gains taxes for the donor while still allowing the donor to 
receive the contribution credit for the current market value of the asset. 
Because of its tax-exempt status, the church can sell the asset and receive 
full market value less transaction costs. 

What if I sell first then give the cash? You may have to pay capital gains 
taxes, which will reduce the after-tax proceeds from the sale. 

NOTE: Tax positions and tax law can be complicated and can change 
with new laws. Any discussion of tax treatment is not intended, and 
should not be considered as tax advice. Consult your personal tax 
professional for advice on your tax position. Please check with the 
Soul City Church business office for instructions and arrangements for 
the transfer of all forms of gifts other than cash. 

If you have any questions or need assistance please email:  
giving@soulcitychurch.com

SELL 
FIRST

GIVE  
ASSET

Market Value 20,000 20,000

Original Cost -10,000 -10,000

Appreciated Gain 10,000 10,000

Tax (assuming 20%) 2,000 0

After-tax value of gift to the church 18,000 20,000

Contribution credit to donor 18,000 20,000

S O M E T H I N G  T O  C O N S I D E R
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WEEKLY MONTHLY ANNUALLY
10,000 42,000 500,000

7,300 31,200 375,000

4,800 20,833 250,000

2,900 8,300 100,000

980 4,200 50,000

730 3,125 37,500

490 2,100 25,000

242 1,041 12,500

97 417 5,000

77 333 4,000

48 208 2,500

29 152 1,500

19 83 1,000

10 42 500

GIVING OPTIONS:

• Online  iamforthelove.com (schedule recurring or one-time gifts)

• Text  FTL to 77977

• Sunday Offering  Indicate “For The Love” in the memo 
section when making a contribution with check. Make check 
payable to Soul City Church.

• Mail  1150 W. Adams, Chicago, IL 60607

• Non-cash giving  email giving@soulcitychurch.com  
for more information.

G I V I N G  S T R AT E G Y



USE THIS WORKSHEET TO EVALUATE WHAT YOU HAVE TO GIVE. 

INCOME & SACRIFICE

Analyze your projected income and spending patterns for the next  
year and determine how much could be given and when. Alter your lifestyle 
in order to give what you save or don’t spend.

Possibilities      Amount

$

$

$

$

GIVING ASSETS

What accumulated assets in your life could be transferred to the church? 
What assets could be sold so that their value could be permanently 
invested in ministry?

Possibilities      Amount

$

$

$

$

TIME & TALENT

Determine what you could do to earn extra resources that could be given 
during this period. Are there “gifts in kind” of services and/or materials you 
could give?

Possibilities      Amount

$

$

$

Resulting Potential Commitment $
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S H A R E  T H E  L OV E
When you love something, you love to share it - that 
amazing burger you can’t wait to have again, the new 
song that you can’t get out of your head, the sunset 
that you just had to post on social media. It is easy to 
tell other people about something that is beautiful, 
enjoyable or impactful to us. 

That is what “Share the Love” is all about. We want to 
equip you to share what God is doing at Soul City with 
friends, family members and other important people 
in your life. God has called us to be For The Love in 
the city of Chicago because when you reach a city, 
you reach the world. When you came to Chicago for 
school, for work, for an adventure, Soul City Church 
was waiting and ready to impact your transformation, 
whether you knew it when you arrived or not. Perhaps, 
your family and friends were praying and hoping that 
there would be a church community waiting for you 
as well. Even if they have never been to Soul City, they 
are grateful that Soul City was here for you.

HOW TO SHARE WITH A  
FRIEND OR FAMILY MEMBER

1. Send them the link to iamforthelove.com.

2. Grab a For The Love packet for them.

3. Write them a letter inviting them to  
Be For The Love.

4. Fill out the contact form on the website  
so we can follow-up with them.



R E M E M B E R  T H I S :

Whoever sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously. 
Each of you should give what you 
have decided in your heart to give, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. And 
God is able to bless you abundantly, 
so that in all things at all times, 
having all that you need, you will 
abound in every good work. As it  
is written:

“They have freely scattered their 
gifts to the poor; their righteousness 
endures forever.”
2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-9 NIV



HOW WILL YOU BE
F O R  T H E  L OV E ?

IA M FO RTHE LOVE .COM


